






















































PHAL PEOPLE 
Vazquez helps inner-city kids 

By Linda White 

BALTIMORE - We all know that 
Phals are wonderful orchids. Soon they 
will be going above and beyond their usual 
job of bringing beauty into our lives. In 
about 10 months they will be providing 
job training for inner city children and 
young adults in Pittsburgh. 

Ground has been broken for six 
greenhouses that will cover an acre and 
house an urban-based horticultural and 
agricultural sciences education center and 
production greenhouse facility. And Phals 
are the plant of choice. 

To be called the Harbor Gardens Park 
Greenhouse, this project is the brainchild 
of George Vazquez of Zuma Canyon 
Orchids in Malibu, Calif., and Bill 
Strickland, president and CEO of 
Pittsburgh 's Manchester Bidwell Corp. 

When Stricklal'ld first asked him to 
be his partner in this venture, Vazquez said 
his first thought was "Who is this crazy 
person?" But Vazquez and the "crazy per­
son" managed to raise 4.5 million dollars 
to make this program a reality. 

Vazquez and Strickland have also 
been successful in soliciting corporate 
support for the greenhouses from 
Pittsburgh companies. Alcoa donated the 
aluminum benches. Bayer provided poly­
carbonate for the the walls. Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass donated the glass and the 
Equitable Gas Company gave five years of 
free energy. 

These greenhouses will be state-of­
the-art, featuring rolling benches and pot­
ting machines, according to Vazquez. 
They will also be computerized, giving the 

Some very prominent orchid growers helped George Vazquez (fourth from right) 
break ground for the Harbor Gardens Park Greenhouse on October 19, 2001. At 
far left is Roger Brown, AOS president; next to him is Rob Griesbach, AOS execu­
tive vice-president; and third from right is Andy Easton , AOS education director. 
Local community and business leaders also lent a hand. 

students a chance to learn computer skills. 
The facility's goal is to provide training 
opportunities in horticulture leading to 
real employment. 

In addition to the main crop of 
Phalaenopsis, the trainees will conduct a 
small test of hydroponic growing using 
tomatoes and herbs. The students "will 
learn how to grow plants in a production 
environment," Vazquez said. 

Another feature, which should be of 
particular interest to hybridizers, will be a 
tlasking operation. Any member of the 
American Orchid Society, the Orchid 
Digest or IPA can use this service, which 
will be charging rates comparable to com­
mercial tlasking services. However, as a 
non-profit facility, the fees charged for 
Harbor Gardens tlasking are tax 
deductible. 

A black,-tie fundraiser for Harbor 
Gardens was held Nov. ·· 10, featuring a 
concert by singer Nancy Wilson. Wilson 
will donate proceeds from the sale of her 
just-released CD "A Nancy Wilson 
Christmas" to the project. The gala was 
decked out in white and pink Phals (cour­
tesy of Vazquez) and raised $400,000. 

This marks Vazquez's 30th year in the 
orchid business. He recently held a mort­
gage-burning ceremony for his Zuma 
Canyon operation and says he looks for­
ward to devoting more time to projects 
such as this. "It's good for the soul," he 
said. 

Linda White is co-editor of the IPA Journal. 
4022 Forest Valley Road. Baltimore, Md. 
21234. hontownlaw@aol.com. 410 665-
1436. 

Hobbyist recalls plantlets at jones and Scully 
By Tom Oder 

Eric A. Christenson wrote a column for the summer issue in 
which he said he is "unaware of any situation where P. stuartiana 
produces plantlets from the roots of an undisturbed parent plant." 
In the cases where he has seen plantlets produced from root pri-
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mordia, Christenson said this usually occurs after a mature plant 
is moved and sections of broken roots remain attached to the 
benches. In some cases, Christenson said plantlets will form on 
those sections of broken roots . Christenson's comments remind­
ed Atlanta grower Fred Missbach of numerous visits in the early 
1980s to Jones and Scully 's Miami location. Missbach recalls that 
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during his visits to Jones and Scully he saw plantlets growing 
happily on roots from mature plants of P. stuartiana that indeed 
were attached to wooden benches and running for quite a number 
of feet along the benches. In these cases, though, Missbach says 
the mother plant was undisturbed and in many cases the plantlets 
were of a blooming size. Missbach also said he remembers when 
Jones and Scully offered many varieties of Phal. Golden Sands. 
On one visit Missbach said he saw a prime specimen of Phal. 
Golden Sands 'Canary', FCC/AOS in the stud house. The plant 
was sitting on the floor because the flowering spike was more that 
8' feet tall and branched all along its length. " I have certai nly not 
seen a Phalaenopsis under greenhouse cultivation equaling any­
thing like that since that time," he says. 

breeding plants and fl asks from Harvey Filister, owner of 
Gemstone, Castle Rock has been best known for its breeding with 
Paphs and Miltoniopsis. Until now, Castle Rock only had a small 
stud bench of Phals, according to Sinkler. "We had whites and 
pinks in case there was an earthquake in Taiwan," he said, 
tonque-in-cheek. The Gemstone stock, much of it developed by 
Doug Watson, now general manager at Worldwide Orchids in 
Apopka, Fla., will allow Castle Rock to expand into novelty lines, 
continuing Gemstone's work with "reds, yellows, sunset tones .. 
. greens if we can manage it," Sinkler said."We didn ' t have that 
kind of stock to work with before." The next step for Sinkler will 
be to get Gemstone's list on his Website. 

Wharton Sinkler's purchase of Gemstone's Phalaenopsis 
breeding stock represents a new direction for Sinkler's Castle 
Rock Orchids of Loretto, Minn. Prior to acquiring I ,200-1 ,500 

Dr. Henry Walbrunn is no longer able to get into his green­
house and is not able to give his plants adequate attention, accord­
ing to Dr. Tom Sheehan. Dr. Walbrunn is well known for his 
excellent collection of Phal species. 

There's no magic 
formula for good 
plant nutrition 

By John H. Miller 

Recently, I tuned in a video of 
the Santa Barbara Orchid Show 
and the interviewee stated that 
"orchids require a weak fertilizer 
of half-strength solutions of a 
BALANCED fertilizer such as N-
10, P-10, K-10." 

My late friend Jim McCaskill, 
who taught agriculture classes at 
Cal State University Northridge 

John Miller- no longer searching for a magic wand. 

mer rely on assimilates supplied 
by living cells while the latter pre­
fer senescing tissue or release tox­
ins to damage or kill the host plant 
cells. Nitrogen increases suscepti­
bility to obligate parasites but 
potass ium builds immunity to 
both. Many growers use too much 
Phosphorous, which creates acid 
conditions and deterioration of 
organic potting media. When 
asked for the reason, they laconi­
cally reply "flowers." While it is 
true Phosphorous initiates the 
flowering process, it is Potassium 
that strengthens the spike, buds, 
flowers and seed pods - as well 
as inducing cold-hardiness. 

and Pasadena as well as Pasadena City 
College, once brought to my attention that 
these percentage measurements were not 
indicative of the elemental percentages or 
the ratio of each in parts per million (ppm). 
He developed an approximation formula 
that shows that in ppm the ratio is N-10 = 
25 ppm, P-10 = 11 ppm and K-10 = 21 
ppm. The formula is applicable to all NPK 
combinations. 

It occurred to me that most of us are 
looking for a magic formula along the 
lines of "use one teaspoonful of Glotz's 
Goop in exactly one gallon of water at 
exactly 10 a.m. every Tuesday" rather than 
learn the basics of plant nutrition. In gen-
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eral, the term fertilizer is being used as 
synonymous with nutrition, and, in most 
cases, is erroneous. Are we aware that pH 
6.5 is optimum for uptake of nutrients and 
that higher pH reduces the availability of 
Nitrogen, Phosphorous, Magnesium, Iron, 
Copper and Zinc? 

I have seen many plants suffering 
from chlorosis that were termed virused 
when they were suffering from an absence 
of one of the factors involved in develop­
ing chlorophyll. For example, Magnesium 
sulfate is the only mineral that is part of 
the chlorophyll molecule; and very often a 
dose of Epsom salt solves the problem. 

There are two types of parasites, 
namely obligate and facultative. The for-

Potassium is possibly the most 
important of all the minerals for plant and 
animal nutrition. 

Thanks to Jim McCaskill I have put 
away my search for magic wands and for­
mulae and I hope I can direct more traffic 
in that direction. 

John H. Miller owns Miller 's Orchids and 
Flasking Service and specializes in custom 
flasking of "world-renowned" Phal 
hybrids. He previously wrote a Questions 
and Answers column for the Newsletter 
(now Phalaenopsis). 2021 Margie Lane, 
Anaheim, Calif 92802, 714 534-9101. 
Fax. 714 632-3797. 
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P. appendiculata flowers 
for first time in cultivation 

By Tom Oder 

A 
t the summer symposium in 
Indianapolis Eric A. 
Christenson said during his 
lecture on Phalaenopsis cul­

ture that someone had flowered P. appen­
diculata. This was significant because it 
was the first time this rare species had 
flowered in cultivation. 

Linda White, co-editor of 
Phalaenopsis, asked Christenson during a 
break between speakers if he knew who 
she could contact to see if a photograph 
had been taken of the flower. She wanted 
to obtain the photograph for publication in 
the IPA Journal. Christenson told her to 
contact Olaf Gruss, a Phalaenopsis enthu­
siast in Germany, because he thought 
Gruss was the grower and had indeed 
taken a photograph of the flower. 

White followed up on Christenson's 
suggestion. Gruss, though, e-mailed her 
back to say not only that he did not have 
the plant in cultivation, but had "some 
doubts (that) it is really a Phalaenopsis." 
However, he said that a friend of his in 
Taipei , Taiwan, Mr. Hou Tse Liu, was cul­
tivating the plant and had flowered it. Liu 
had photographed the plant and sent Gruss 
a copy of the picture, which Gruss e­
mailed to White. 

Liu was growing "the plant together 
with many other species of the genus like 
schilleriana, stuartiana, violacea and oth­
ers," Gruss said. The plant was very small 
and had not been doing well , but Liu 
hoped that in perhaps another two years it 
would be doing better, Gruss said. 

White then contacted Liu who con­
firmed that the Phal. appendiculata pic­
tures Mr. Gruss sent her were taken by him 
in May and October of 1997. "The normal 
flower season is in April and May, but 
sometimes they also can continue to 
bloom," which is why he was still able to 
take pictures in October, Liu said. The 
Phal. appendiculata is now growing a new 
flower stalk and may bloom again next 
month (November), Liu said. 
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Hou Tse Liu compared the flower he 
suspected was Phalaenopsis appen­
dicu/ata with this sketch of an appen­
diculata lip. This sketch appears in 
Pha/aenopsis, A Monograph by Eric A. 
Christenson , and is used here with his 
permission. 

Liu also gave White the following 
account of how he acquired his plant of 
Phal. appendicualata: 

"In May of 1997 we were invited to 
attend an orchid show in Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah, East Malaysia. It was the first time I 
went toSabah. We arrived aboutll a.m. and 
had time to look around some nurseries. 

" In my friend 's nursery there were 
many orchid species and Yanda hybrids 
for cut flowers. I saw many Phal. ama­
bilis, and also found a cut, small branch of 
a tree on which there were several small 
orchids with many small cute flowers . My 
first impression was that they were 
Kingidium, but then I realized I had never 
seen this flower. 

"After I took a close look, I could tell 
from the structure that they were some­
thing like Phal. parishii. They had many 
purple spots on the sepals and petals. The 
lip was white with purple stripes. 

"After I came back to Taiwan, I com-

pared the flower with the description of 
Phal. appendiculata in Dr. Sweet's book 
The Genus Phalaenopsis and The Orchids 
of Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore. In 
those books, though, there is only a lip 
sketch. Without the whole flower, I could 
not be very sure that this was Phal. appen­
diculata. 

"A special characteristic of Phal. 
appendiculata is that on the middle lip 
there are four streaks, each streak having 
two or three hair-like protrusions. So I 
asked my friend Olaf Gruss in Germany to 
find information about Phal. appendicula­
ta. He sent me a clear copy of a sketch and 
description of Phal. appendiculata from 
C. E. Carr in Gardener 's Bulletin 
(Singapore). After reviewing this material, 
I was positive the plant was Phal. appen­
diculata. From the description, Phal. 
appendiculata is distributed in Pahang 
State of West Malaysia; but this one was 
cultivated in Sabah East Malaysia. They 
are far away from each other. 

"The plant is very small, the leaves 
are elliptic to oblong-elliptic and thin. You 
can mount it on the branch of a tree, but it 
needs more moisture than other 
Phalaenopsis. I hope years later that I can 
get some seed. I think every Phalaenopsis 
species lover would like to admire it." 

Christenson agrees. "All the minia­
ture Phalaenopsis breeding which stems 
from either Phalaenopsis lobbii or 
Phalaenopsis parishii has to be re-thought 
in terms of exciting new colors and pat­
terns," he said after seeing the photo­
graphs of this flower. "It is the only mem­
ber of Parishianae that has markings on the 
sepals and petals," Christenson said 

See the back cover for the first photo­
graphs of Phalaenopsis appendiculata 
published in the United States. 

Olaf Gruss, In der Au 48, D-83224 
Grassau, Germany, a-o.gruss@t-online.de 

Hou Tse Liu, 123 Wen Hwa Road , San 
Shia Chen (23709), Taipei Taiwan, 
lhtphal@ms26.hinet.net . 

Phalaenopsis - Fall 2001 



Lectures focus on culture 
By Tom Oder 

C 
ORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -
Two speakers in the lecture 
series at the fall AOS Trustees 
meeting in Corpus Christi, 

Texas presented programs on Phalaenopsis 
culture. 

Dr. Yin-Tung Wang, professor of 
floriculture and plant physiology at Texas 
A&M University Agricultural Center in 
Weslaco, spoke about the effect of lower 
day and night temperatures on 
Phalaenopsis production as part of the 
Trustees meeting lectures. Dick Wells, 
owner of Hilltop Orchids in Cloverdale, 
Ind., offered tips on deflasking plants. 
gave the formula for his growing media 
and listed suggestions on how to maintain 
the growing area as part of the IPA lec­
tures. 

Using photos and charts to emphasize 
his points, Dr. Wang said that Phals need a 
period of three-six weeks with night tem­
peratures below 77 degrees (F) to cause a 
potentially flowering stem to start elongat­
ing (spiking). He also showed a slide of a 
magnified flowering bud that revealed a 
smaller bud underneath the large, poten­
tially flowering bud. The smaller bud is 
hard to see by the naked eye and remains 
dormant. 

Keeping Phals cool increases the 
flower count, Dr. Wang said. With 
day/night temperatures of 68/59 (F), 100 
percent of the plants in a test group spiked 
in 5 weeks, taking 210 days to anthesis. At 
day/night temperatures of 77/68 (F), 100 
percent of the plants spiked in 4 weeks, 
taking 104 days to anthesis . But at 
day/night temperatures of 86177 (F), only 
40 percent of the plants spiked, taking 12 
weeks to spike and those that spiked 
reached anthesis in 67 days. 

Keeping plants cool causes them to 
take longer to flower, but a larger percent 
do flower than at warmer temperatures, 
Dr. Wang said. Knowing how long Phals 
will take to flower at different tempera­
tures allows growers to control when the 
plants flower, Dr. Wang pointed out. 

He also showed a cross-section of a 
one-inch flower spike that revealed no 
flower primordia. Bud initiation, he said, 
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Dr. Yin-Tung Wang explains the effect of temperature on Phalaenopsis spiking. 

starts when the spike is between one and 
two inches long. For best flower produc­
tion, keep temperatures cool (77 [F] day 
and 68 [F] night) until the spike is 8-12 
inches long, he advised. In general, night 
temperatures of 68 (F) or less will result in 
more flowers of slightly smaller size that 
take longer to open than will occur in night 
temperatures above 68 (F). However, if 
temperatures drop too low, below 59 (F), 
the result can be deformed flowers. On the 
other hand, temperatures that are too warm 
(above 82 [F]) after the plant spikes can 
cause the spike to stay in a vegetative state 
and not flower, Dr. Wang said. 

Other highlights of Dr. Wang's pres­
entation: 

• Clear pots don't help plants make 
better roots or get more food to foliage. 
Plants depend on foliage to make food. 

• The optimum amount of daylight for 
Phals to make food is 12 hours. The plants 
will not make significantly more food by 
increasing length of daylight. 

• If you inhibit flower spiking for the 
first years of a Phal 's life, the plant will 
make more flowers when it is allowed to 
flower than it would have made if spiking 
had not been inhibited previously. 

• Light blotches on leaves can indi-

cate chill injury. The damage is permanent 
and the coloration cannot be restored. Do 
not cut the leaf off unless the injury is so 
severe it threatens the life of the plant. 

Wells kicked off the IPA lecture series 
by sharing some advice he received from 
H.P. Norton of Orchidview in Moncks 
Comer, S.C. H.P. believes, Wells said, that 
many growers lose plants in the deflasking 
process because they just rinse them off 
rather than protecting them for their intro­
duction into the world beyond the flask . 

Wells says he prepares the following 
solution to soak deflasked plants: 1/2 tea­
spoon of Truban, 114 cup of sugar and 5 
drops of Superthrive per gallon of distilled 
water. The plants are swished around in 
this solution for 10-15 minutes and them 
drained on paper towels. They are then 
potted up and watered in with a solution of 
1/2 teaspoon of Truban or Terraclor per 
gallon of water (Truban and Terraclor pro­
tect the roots against fungal disease). A 
week later, the plants are sprayed with 
Banrot of Fungflo mixed with water 
according to directions on the label to pro­
tect the foliage against fungal problems. 

It is also critical to take care of the 
growing area, Wells said. He listed many 

(Continued on Page 33) 
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Rf~l REPORIS 
Around the country and abroad 

Reports from IPA s regional directors 
Here are reports from IPA regional directors on activity in 

their regions. If you would like to contact the rep for your region, 
please refer to the complete list of directors on Page 2 for a street 
address, phone number and/or e-mail address. Regional directors 
are members of the IPA Board of Directors. Supervision of the 
regions and directors is among the responsibilities of the 2nd vice 
president, Don Egger. We have a number of vacancies for the 
position of regional director (see below). Regional directors are 
the life's blood of IPA. They help organize and conduct meetings 
and other activities in your region. If you, or someone you know 
would be interested in actively participating in IPA as a regional 
director, please contact Egger (contact information on Page 2). 

Southern California -by Don Egger 
Norman Fang has resigned as regional director due to health 

reasons. He has offered the use of his commercial orchid growing 
facilities to hold future meetings. Fang 's contributions to IPA are, 
and will continue to be, appreciated. Suggestions for a new direc­
tor for this region ary welcomed. 

Central Pacific - by James Nelson 
I would like to have an IPA meeting in the spring at a central 

location. Since we have members in the south as well as the north 
part of our region, a convenient meeting place might be Orchids 
Orinda in Livermore, Calif. If you are interested in attending such 
a meeting or would like to give your input as to where a good 
meeting place might be, please e-mail me at 
jdorchid@pacbell.net. You can also reach me at 10202 Glenbrook 
Drive, Grass VaHey Calif. 95945-5129. There has not been a 
meeting in our region for some time. We have a large number of 
members, and I think it's time we get together and talk Phals. I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Northwest - by Judy Banick 
Thanks to those who have e-mailed me about organizing an 

IPA meeting. Tentatively, we are aiming for a start-up meeting at 
the spring Oregon Orchid Society Show on Mother's Day. The 
show will be at a new location, the Doubletree Inn. It is beside the 
Columbia River and should be a super show site! The spring OOS 
show is getting larger all the time - both the displays and the 
sales area - so we had to find a new location. I would really 
appreciate hearing from other regional directors and/or IPA Board 
members about agendas they have used. 

Mountain West- by Don Egger 
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Bud Terrel has resigned his position as Regional Director due 
to health reasons. On behalf of the IPA, we thank Bud for the gen­
erous contributions he has made to the region. Suggestions for a 
new regional director are appreciated. 

Mid-America- by Joe Lankton 

No update was available for this reporting period. 

North Texas, Oklahoma- by Meir Moses 
There is no activity in the region to report at this time. 

South Texas - by Emily Graybeal 
We in the south Texas region eagerly welcomed IPA to 

Corpus this fall for the AOS Trustees meeting. It was a great 
opportunity to experience world-class Phal shopping and training 
(what could make a better combination?). South Texas hosted IPA 
members at the very best time of the year - Indian summer. 

Louisiana, Arkansas - by Tom Larkin 
We are again planning to hold our open house at 

Whippoorwill Orchids with an IPA meeting in the middle of 
April. We expect attendance to top 100. Dates and speakers are 
being arranged and will be publicized in the next IPA Journal. 

Midwest - by John Stubbings 
There are no new meetings to report at this time. 

Eastern Great Lakes - by Dick Wells 
We are planning to hold our next meeting in August 2002. Our 
last meeting at Hilltop Orchids resulted in two new members 
joining. We welcome these members to our specialty group. 

Southeast - by Tom Oder 
The next meeting is tentatively set for June 15 at Lines 

Orchids in Signal Mountain, Tenn. The "program" will be to have 
an AOS judging, which will be open to all genera, not just Phals. 
At a similar program at Lines this year, 52 plants were entered 
and 10 awards granted. Lines and the AOS Atlanta Judging 
Center have verbally approved the date. The paperwork has not 
been submitted to AOS yet. Once that has been done and AOS 
officially approves the show request, the date will become "offi­
cial" rather than "tentative." We are still looking for a fall format 
- perhaps a joint meeting with the Piedmont Region - that 

Phalaenopsis - Fall 2001 



"works." IPA is co-sponsoring a Phal species collection at the 
Fuqua Orchid Center at the Atlanta Botanical Garden and the 
Southeast Region will have a role in the grand opening in March. 
Details will be announced when they are finalized. Tom Oder has 
resigned as director of the region to devote more time to his 
responsibilities as co-editor of the Phalaenopsis Journal. Tom 
Harper, one of the founders of IPA and owner of Stones River 
Orchids in Franklin, Tenn. , will serve as interim director. 

Piedmont.- by Ken Griffith 
We held a meeting Saturday, Nov. 3 at Carter & Holmes Orchids 
in Newberry, S.C. Beginning with the spring meeting, we hope all 
future regional meetings will feature an AOS judging. The 
Piedmont and Southeastern regions are looking at the possibility 
of holding joint meetings. 

Central, South Florida - by Robert Randall 
The schedule for a fall South Florida regional seminar fea­

tured visits to three local nurseries, a workshop on Phalaenopsis 
culture and talks by Eric Christenson on the culture of 
Phalaenopsis species, Terry Glancy on current hybridizing trends 
in Taiwan and H.P. Norton on hybridizing red and yellow 
Phalaenopsis. 

Mid-Atlantic - by Leslie Werner 
We are still in the process of locating a place and time for a 

spring regional meeting. I plan to have more information for the 
next Journal. The IPA trophy at the fall National Capital Orchid 
show was won by IPA President Carri Raven-Riemann for her 
Phal. Tsay's Evergreen 'Nobby's Jade', HCC, JC/AOS. 

New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New Eng1and 
by Carlos rlghetti and Marilyn Shapiro (combined meeting) 

New Jersey, Pennsylvania Director Carlos Fighetti and New 
England Director Marilyn Shapiro hosted a joint regional meet­
ing which also included members of the New York and Eastern 
Canada area. The program featured guest lecturer, H.P. Norton of 
Orchidview, Moncks Comer, S.C., who spoke about novelty 
Phals, two workshops, a mini-auction, breakfast and box lunch. 

NY, Eastern Canada - by Don Egger 
This is a large region geographically. The New York City 

area borders on this region with the New England region and the 
NJ, PA region, so members in New York are well represented. 
Suggestions for a new regional director for upstate NY and 
Canada would be appreciated. 

United Kingdom - by Keith R. Smith 
Work is on going at this time with arranging another IPA 

weekend at the Newbury International Orchid Show, June 29-30, 
2002. A room has been booked for the meeting on Sunday, June 
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30 and it is hoped that we will have three speakers. On Saturday, 
in the main marquee we will be presenting a display of quality 
Phals to promote the IPA. We would appreciate any offer of help 
to staff the display. We usually get plenty of visitors asking about 
the plants on display and inquiring about the IPA, so if members 
could spare about an hour, it would ease the burden. Also, if any 
member is thinking of coming to the show, could they please 
bring a quality plant to help with the display? It will be greatly 
appreciated. Don' t forget that the RHS Orchid Committee will be 
holding a meeting on Saturday afternoon, so please bring those 
award-quality Phals that you all have and surprise the judges! 
They seem to think that we do not have good quality 
Phalaenopsis in England. Prove them wrong and bring your best 
plants. It's free to have them judged. 

Germany - by Norbert Haas-von Schmude 
No update was available for this reporting period. 

Lectures 
(from Page 31) 

things that growers should do, including: 
• Clean the furnace before cold weather sets in. 
• Have a backup system - specifically, a generator. 
• Clean fan blades. If inexpensive swap out. 
• If growing under lights, swap out light tubes when the time 

changes in spring and fall. 
• If you have mice, put out bait or traps before they eat the 

buds. 
• Use fungicide to protect foliage from condensation drips. 
• Clean windows and greenhouse walls to allow in maxi-

mum light levels. 
• Keep hoses clean. 
• Keep spray containers in proper working order. 
• Keep new plant arrivals segregated from older plants. 
Wells also uses Metro Mix 380 with Coir (shredded coconut 

fiber and shells), which he enthusiastically recommends, in his 
potting mix. He also shared the formula for his mix: 3 parts 
(moistened) seedling bark, 15 parts Metro Mix 380 with Coir, 3-
to-4 parts Premix HP, 2 parts coarse perlite and 1/2 part coarse 
charcoal. 

The key to getting good flowers, Wells said, is to develop a 
strong root system. The bottom line, be pointed out, is that in the 
end "it's all about the roots." 

Yin-Tung Wang, Professor of Floriculture and Plant Physiology, 
Texas A&M University Agricultural Center, Weslaco, 2415 East 
Highway 83, Weslaco, TX 78596. yt-wang@tamu.edu. 956-968-
5585. 

Dick Wells,co-owner with wife Sandy of Hilltop Orchids, 1151 
East County Road, Cloverdale, Ind. , 46120. rwells@ccrtc.com. 
765 795-6016. 
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PHAL NEWS 
Phal. violacea is logo 

for the 17th woe 
By Tom Oder 

Phalaenopsis violacea will be the logo flower for the 17th 
woe and many plants of this species will be available during the 
conference, according to Michael Ooi, co-chair of the WOC 
Show Judging, Plant Classification and Registration Committee. 
There will even be a judging class created for Phalaenopsis vio­
lacea during the conference, Ooi reports. In addition, Ooi says the 
conference will be an excellent opportunity to see the latest in 
Taiwanese breeding. Ooi also says that tours will provide WOC 
delegates with the best hotels and food Malaysia has to offer. The 
conference is scheduled for Shah Alam, Malaysia, April 24-May 
2, 2002. 

The American Orchid Society Trustees held extensive dis­
cussions concerning the upcoming WOC during their Board 
meetings at the fall AOS Trustees meeting in Corpus Christi , 
Texas, Oct. 31-Nov. 4. The discussions about the WOC were 
prompted by the unstable international climate that exists in the 
wake of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in New York and 
Washington, D.C., and the U.S . military action against 
Afghanistan that began Oct. 7. The focus of the deliberations was 
two-fold: the safety of AOS members and representatives (volun­
teer leadership and staff) and the role and responsibilities of the 
AOS regarding these groups. The Trustees decided by a unani­
mous vote that the AOS would monitor the U.S . State 
Department's travel recommendations regarding travel to 
Malaysia. If the U.S. government publishes a travel warning for 
Malaysia, the Trustees' decision directs the AOS to instruct its 
representatives to the World Orchid Conference Trust to with­
draw AOS support of the Shah Alam WOC. At the time of the 
Trustees meeting in Corpus Christi, no such warning had been 
issued. "Travel is obviously an individual decision for each per­
son," said Lee Cooke, executive director of the AOS. "The AOS 
Trustees' feelings of responsibility to our members and to our 
nonprofit organization were paramount during their deliberations. 
While, time and again, it has been reinforced that the Society is a 
strong supporter of the goals of woes, and while, unquestion­
ably, we have been the principal promoter, up to this point, of this 
upcoming conference, there is, clearly, an overriding accountabil­
ity that the society's volunteer leadership has for our members 
and organization. The Board received numerous positive reports 
that indicated that the Malaysians were pulling things together in 
fine fashion for their conference. It appears that it will be an out­
standing, successful affair. It's unfortunate - for the world in 
general - that the tragedies of Sept. 11 forever changed our way 
of life." The State Department suggests travellers see their Web 
site at http://travel.state.gov for travel advisories or call the 
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by Linda White 

As IPA President Carri Raven-Riemann watches , Treasurer 
Dick Wells (center) presents AOS President Roger Brown a 
check for $1,000 at an IPA luncheon on Saturday, Nov. 3 
during the fall AOS Trustees meeting in Corpus Christi , 
Texas. The funds are to be used for greenhouse construc­
tion and the maintenance of a Phal species collection at 
AOS headquarters in Delray Beach, Fla. The check is the 
first of five equal, annual installments to fulfill a $5,000 
grant the IPA directors approved last spring for the AOS 
building fund. 

Office of Overseas Citizen Services at 202 64'7-5226 for assis­
tance. 

The IPA Board of Directors met in Corpus Christi on 
Saturday, Nov. 3, and took the following actions: 

• Unanimously approved four new regional directors: 
James Nelson in the Central Pacific Region (replacing 

Maynard Michel). 
Marilyn Shapiro in the New England Region (which had 

been without a director). 
Ken Griffith in the Piedmont Region (replacing Dr. John 

Simmons). 
Leslie Werner in the Mid-Atlantic Region (moving up from 

interim director and replacing Gordon Slaymaker). 
• Voted to sell the remaining leather-bound, signed and num­

bered volumes of Eric A. Christenson's Phalaenopsis, A 
Monograph, the revision of the genus that was published in the 
spring, on consignment through the AOS bookshop. IPA still has 
approximately 100 copies of the special edition. The vote will 
help AOS fundraising efforts because they stand to make good 
money on every sale with no out-of -pocket expenses. The regu­
lar bound editions have almost sold out. If you would like to 
obtain a copy as a holiday gift, please contact Carlos Fighetti 
directly to place your order (201 767-3367, cj3@columbia.edu). 

• Received verification from Recording Secretary Russ 
Vernon that the Board had voted by proxy 17-0 during the sum­
mer to establish a permanent Phalaenopsis species collection at 
the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 

• Voted to allow full page ads, including ads on the back 
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cover, to be sold for the IPA Journal. This vote reversed a vote by 
a previous Board prohibiting sale of full page ads. 

• In addition, President Carri Raven-Riemann appointed a 
committee of Dick Wells, Tom Harper and Russ Vernon to review 
a request from Orchid Digest Corporation representative Harold 
Koopowitz that IPA make a donation to Orchid Digest to help 
cover expenses ODC will incur next year in producing a special 
2002 year-end edition on Phalaenopsis species. Orchid Digest 
plans to publish color photos of every Phalaenopsis species as 
part of the project and is requesting both IPA's fi nancial support 
and that of individual members. The committee is to make a pro­
posal to the Board at the annual (spring) meeting with a suggest­
ed IPA donation toward the Orchid Digest project. In the mean­
time, the Board agreed to provide ODC with an ad in the IPA 
Journal to announce their intention and to request contributions. 
In exchange, IPA will be provided with advertising space in 
ODC's special Phalaenopsis issue. 

At the IPA luncheon in Corpus Christi , the membership took 
up two matters of business presented by President Carri Raven­
Riemann: forming a Nominating Committee for next year's elec­
tions and an Audit Committee. The Nominating Committee will 
be composed of Tom Harper, (Tennessee) immediate past presi­
dent, and Dick Wells, (Indiana) treasurer (both selected by the 
Board); Merritt Huntington (Maryland) and Jerry Stephens 
(Texas) (both selected by the membership at the luncheon); and 
Carlos Fighetti, (New Jersey) a founding member and AOS 
Trustee (appointed by Raven-Riemann). The committee must 

nominate candidates for three offices: president, lst vice presi­
dent and membership secretary. They wi ll present their slate of 
officers no later than Feb. 3, 2002 and election ballots will be 
mailed to the membership 30 days prior to the spring meeting. 
According to the By Laws, "other nominations for any of the 
above offices may be made by any ten (10) Members of the 
Alliance and with the written consent of the nominee." In the 
event there are other nominees, these nominations also must be 
presented by letter to every member of the Board of Directors no 
later than Feb. 3, 2002. The list of candidates will be published in 
the Journal along with election ballots for voting by the general 
membership. The proxies will be counted and the votes 
announced at the annual meeting in Chicago April 13, 2002. 
Results will be published in the summer issue of the Journal. A 
three-member Audit Committee was formed to review the Annual 
Report and the books for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001. 
The members, who were selected by the general membership, 
are: Elmer Spence (Florida), Renee Gerber (Texas) and Alvin 
Bolt (Tennessee). Upon completion - by year's end - of the 
Annual Report by Marilyn Shapiro, former IPA treasurer, the 
committee will be sent detailed fi nancial reports and be welcome 
to travel to New York to further examine the books in person. 

The Mid-America and Florida North-Central judging centers 
are the most recent American Orchid Society judging centers to 
send "thank you" notes to Raven-Riemann for IPA's gift of 
Christenson 's revision of the genus. IPA donated a book to each 
center. 

Our Custo~ners say it best ... 
H p Norton • Orchidview 

1018 Live O~kAve . • Moncks Corner,SC 29461 
June 22, 1999 
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past 20 y~ars. Three ~e~~c ~:ng Foundation. Some of 
Phragmipedtums from t: th following year. When they flow· 
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ered the next year . but the inflorescences an 
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applying. 10 my lumns and the droopmg 
d h stronger co I 
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was cured. The increase m ro e 

made. 
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H.P. Norton. 
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THE NUTRITION SOLUTION® 

For optimum results, use Pro-TeKt™ in conjunc­
tion with a full nutrition Dyna-Gro formula such 
as Grow or Bloom containing all 6 macronutri­
ents and all 10 trace elements. 

Pro-TeKt™ may also be used to supplement your 
present fertilizer for stronger, more disease resist­
ant plants and longer lasting blooms. Combine 
with Pure Neem Oil for a disease and pest free 
greenhouse, toxin free! 

FAX: (510) 233-0198 •email:dynagro@aol.com 
For information or to order call 

(800) DYNA-GRO or: 
(51 0) 233-0254 

Hydrofarm (800) 833-6868 Greenthumb Hydroponics (908) 359·7171 
Tropical Plant Products (407) 293-2451 Airline Hydroponics (71 3) 942·0484 
Green Island Distributor (631 ) 727-4993 Sansei Growers (760) 944·4477 
BC: Western Waterfarms (877) 533·9572 J&M Tropicals (850) 477-4935 L----------------------- Alberta: Paramount Orch ids (403) 686-7021 OFE lnt'l, Inc. (305) 253·7080 
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Phalaenopsis appendiculata 
First photos published in U.S. 

Hou Tse Liu flowered this plant of Phal. 
appendiculata in T~pei, Taiwan. It is the only 
plant of this rare species, which has been 
found just three times in nature, to have been 
cultivated, according to Eric A. Christenson, 
the leading international authority on 
Phalaenopsis. These are also the first photo-

graphs of the plant and flower to be published 
in the United States, Christenson said. Olaf 
Gruss is planning to publish the photos in the 
Hamburg, Germany publication Die 
Orchidee, Christenson added, but said he is 
not aware if the issue with these photos has 
been distributed yet. 

Photos by Hou Tse Liu 1 Story on Page 30 


