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********************* * * t DO YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING at the iPa t 
· t MERCHANDISE MART t 

* * .& Make this holiday season a special occasion for yourself and all of your .& 
• special Phal friends. This year the IP A has a special bag of goodies • 
.& every Phalaenopsis devotee will enjoy getting or giving. Feed your .& 
• Phallie obsession and at the same time help fund the ongoing programs • * sponsored by the IP A. This year we have available: * 
t The Basic "T" Special Price $15.00 t 
.& A basic white T-shirt, silk screened with a well done inflorescence of deep pink phallies and the .& 
• words International Phalaenopsis Alliance. A Hanes Beefy T of 100% cotton, very little shrinkage. • * Adult sizes: M-XXL * 
.& Polo Shirts (available in Black or White) Special Price $35.00 .& 
• The IP A introduced • 
.& Polo Shirts with a striking deep pink embroidered Phalaenopsis flower and the initials iPa at the 1996 .& 
• Symposium in Chicago. These remain one of the most popular items and sell out quickly. 100% • t cotton pique with welt collar and cuffs. A very classy shirt. Adult sizes: M-XXL t 
.& Windbreakers (Blue w/green or Green w/red) Special Price $50.00 .& 
• The IP A logo on a "Port • 
.& Authority" shell jacket of poly-cotton fabric. Jackets have a mesh body lining, nylon sleeve lining, .& 
• drawstring in collar with cord locks, slash pockets, elastic waistband and cuffs. A perfect light weight • 
.& jacket for fall, over a sweater it will take you through all but the worst winter weather. Adult sizes: .& 
• M-XXL • ! Angela Mirro Note Cards (set of 4 w/envelopes) Special Price$ 3.50 ! 
• The perfect way to say thank-you or happy birthday to someone special. (See the line drawings • * throughout this newsletter.) * 

Angelo Mirro prints (set of 4 signed and numbered by the artist) Special Price $19.00 t Elegant black and white botanical renditions of your favorite species as originally seen on the cover t * of the IP A Newsletter. Series I or II * 
.& WHOOPS!!!!!!! Denim shirts with The IPA logo are currently out of stock. Ifyou are interested .& 
• in possessing one of these classics please write or call the Merchandise Manager, Nancy Meares, 703- • 
.& 532-3746, or E-mail me at SpinnerNan@AOL.com. the shirt is $42.00 and if we have enough orders .& 
• we will put in a special order now, otherwise see you at the Symposium in Washington, DC next • * summer. * 
.& Orders may be placed by E-mail (SpinnerNan@AOL.com), snail-mail to: 3226 Blundell Road, Falls .& 
1p. Church, VA. 22042-3821 , or leave a message at (703) 532-3746. IPA does not charge for shipping • * and we do accept MasterCard and VISA. * 
* * ********************* 
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Introducing A New Membership Benefit 

PHALS Digest 
by Peter Lin 

At the recent IP A Board meeting in Shreveport, a new membership benefit 
was approved. If you have e-mail access, you too can join PHALS Digest to 
talk about phalaenopsis with your fellow IP A members. 

What is PHALS Digest? 

PHALS Digest is a method of distributing multiple messages in e-mail to 
subscribers. This form of communication has proven to be effective for many 
special interest groups to exchange information. The success is largely 
attributed to convenience. Any member with e-mail access can have PHALS 
Digest delivered without visiting a website. E-mail messages can be posted 
anytime without the worry of time difference or long distance telephone cost. 

How to participate PHALS Digest? 
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PHALS Digest is a closed discussion list. Only members can initiate and reply messages to this list. To 
participate, e-mail your request to PHALS Digest administrator, Peter Lin, at the following address: 
peterlin@msn.com You will not be added to PHALS Digest automatically just because IP A has your e-mail 
address on file . 

Once added, you will receive a confirmation e-mail that welcomes you to the list, and has instructions on how to 
use PHALS Digest. We recommend that you send an e-mail to introduce yourself, your experience with 
phalaenopsis, your growing condition - greenhouse vs. indoor, etc. You may also want to post e-mail to ask a 
question related to phalaenopsis. 

More Information 

Subscription to PHALS Digest 
means that you only get one e-mail a 
day that contains all the messages 
that were posted by other members 
the prior day. If there is no 
discussion, you will not receive any 
e-mail. You have the option to 
receive instant e-mail message by 
stating your preference to the list 
administrator. However, doing so 
means increasing the number of e­
mail messages you received. 

IPA respects your privacy. Only 
PHALS Digest administrator has 
access to the listing of PHALS 
Digest subscribers. However, 
messages posted to PHALS Digest 
are not moderated. Messages posted 
to this list are rebroadcast to all list 
members. IP A kindly asks you to be courteous and use common sense. If there is any dispute, we ask that you 
contact the other party privately and work it out OFFLINE. Flaming, personal insults and the like are not 
permitted. In addition, posting related to selling products or services for personal gain in this forum is 
prohibited. A complete List Rule of Posting will be made available on IP A website. 
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(Continued from page 17) 

STORAGE- Proper storage is important with Neem 
oil. On web sites where it was mentioned, it is suggested 
that any neem mixture be used within 4 to 8 hours after 
mixing with the water and pure Neem oil should be stored 
in a cool, dark environment. 

WORDS OF CAUTION- As with any new product 
that you might try on your orchids it would be best if you 
tested it on a plant or two that has been infested with some 
sort of "animal" before trying it on the whole herd. Milan 
Mehta of Rym Exports (and Neem Tree Promoter) also 
cautions that one must be · aware that Neem Oil comes in 
seven types and only a few companies prepare the best. 
"The most important and highly effective is the Cold 
Pressed Neem Oil." A note sent by our illustrious 
newsletter editor also carried a word of caution from an 
orchid news group: It seems that Andy of Andy's Orchids 
had some Polyrrhizia Lindenii (the Florida Ghost Orchid) 
which he had unflasked and mounted. They were growing 
well until one day, when he was treating some nearby 
plants with a neem oil based pesticide and a bit splashed on 
the baby ghosts. A few died right away and the rest died 
later on. Not knowing the pesticide used, it might be wise 
to stick with the "real thing" - neem oil "straight" for your 
mixture. According to Neem: A Tree For Solving Global 
Solutions: "Mixing neem extracts with other materials can 
boost their power 10- to 20- fold. Among these so-called 
'promoters' are sesame oil, pyrethrins (a type of insecticide 
mostly extracted from chrysanthemum flowers), and 
piperonyl butoxide." Perhaps the solution was just too 
much for the young Poly. Lindenii plants. 

Finally, to echo Larry Evan's original words of caution 
and expand on them a bit: I cannot testify to any of the 
information provided in this article other than what I have 
read from the work of others. I have tried neem oil and 
have found no ill effects to my plants. Mealy bugs which 
are my worst problem seem to be gone. From all 
indications it would appear that "the real thing" (cold 
pressed neem oil) may be the answer to an orchid grower's 
dream. Like Larry, I cannot recommend neem oil, but from 
the research I have read and my own initial trials, it looks 
like it may well be a frontrunner in the insecticide race of 
the 21st century! 

The Phalaenopsis Newsletter 

*[NOTE: The Biocontrol Network -- http://www. 
biconet.com -- indicates that neem is approved for food 
crops. The article on the Neem Tree on the "about.com" 
web site indicates that neem extracts have been approved 
by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency for use on 
food crops. This is repeated on the organix.net web site. 
Margosan-0, the first commercial insecticide derived from 
the seeds of the neem tree is registered by the EPA, and is 
being test marketed, according to www.neemaura.com web 
site.] 

SOURCES - Neem oil varies in price. In the articles 
and web sites I have researched, it has ranged from about 
$8.00 to $22.50 for an 8 ounce bottle. 

Biocontrol Network: http://www.biconet.com; offers 
information and sale of: Safer's BioNeem, a botanical insecticide 
that offers broad range insect control. Its active ingredient -
Azadirachtin. "This multipurpose product effectively controls 
more than 30 common pests, including aphids, whiteflies, gypsy 
moths, webworms, mealybugs, and caterpillars on ornamentals, 
flowers, trees, shrubs, and is now approved for food crops. Its 
active ingredient has very low toxicity ratings, and has no known 
insect resistance since it was developed I 0 years ago." 
Application rates: Approx. 6 tbsp./gallon of water. Use at 7 day 
intervals. 

Blue Pagoda Orchids: 120 W Dearborn St, Englewood, FL 
34223; http://bporchids@bporchids.com sells DynaGro Neem Oil 
as do some of the other vendors listed here. 

• Golden Harvest Organics, 404 N. Impala Drive, Fort Collins, 
CO 80521; http://ghorganics.com 

• The Neem Association, 1511 Oneco Ave, Winter Park, FL 
32789. The Neem Association provides information about 
neem to all interested parties, material to researchers and 
seeds to groups supporting indigenous farmers. Members 
receive quarterly newsletters, discounts on neem-based 
products and on publications by the Neem Association. New 
members receive a copy of the book "Neem - The Ultimate 
Herb" (a $12.95 value) and free samples of neem products 
from growers and manufacturers. Membership is $25.00 per 
year. 

• The Neem Peace Shop, PO Box 732, The Channon, N.S.W. 
Australia. 2480. Offers Green Gold® which "contains over 
180 organic derivatives from Neem tree seeds ... I 00% 
environmentally-safe (EPA; US) .. . neem extracts like Green 
Gold® are far more powerful at deterring and repelling 
insects than neem oil (which is more medicinal)." www. 
altnews.com.au/neem/NeemPeace.htrn 
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• The Original Neem Company (tm), 2711 NW 6th Street, 
Suite B, Gainesville, FL 3260 http://www.neemaura.com; 
sells NeemAura natural products 

• Organix-South, Inc., PO Box 41153, St. Petersburg, FL 
33743; http://organix.net 

• Fantasy Orchids, 830 West Cherry Street, Louisville, CO 
80027; Website: http ://home.earthlink.net/~fantorchids 

• Roberts Orchids, 605 18th Street SE, Owatonna, MN 
55060-4134; Email : orchidjimm@aol.com 

• N & D Orchids & Exotics, Beaverton, OR; Email : 
USAF A64@aol.com 

• Ely's Orchid House, II 06 Fieldcrest Ave, Centralia, W A 
98531; Email : f-nely@localaccess.com 

• J & M Tropicals, 9527 Pine Cone Drive, Cantonment, FL 
32533; 

• Crystal River Orchid Supplies, 9525 West Cedar Street, 
Crystal River, FL 34428; Website: http://www. 
orchidsupplies.com 

• V.K. Orchids, LLC, 1460 Route 22, Brewster, NY 10509; 
Email: orchidsusa@aol.com 

REFERENCES 
Alderman, E. Shaunn, "Oil of Wonder" : Orchids, July 1999. 
Alpha Omega Labs: NEEM: Tree of I ,000 Uses, by Acharan 

S. Narula: www.altcancer.com/neem I OOO.html 
ENECOS International, a group promoting ENvironmental, 

ECOnomic and Social resources in the ThirdWorld: www. 
scrypton.com/enecos. Article mentions that Mr. Antoine Perot, 
Jr. , of Fort Washington, MD is leading an effort to help NeemCo. 
of Ghana to produce and promote Neem products. 

HealthBoards.com: "Neem: The Ultimate Herb" 
McCaleb, Rob: Neem: Ancient Herb From India, Delicious!, 

Dec 1996. p. 5; check for other articles on Neem at: http://www. 
delicious-online. com 

MOS Newsletter, March 1995, page 5, BioNeem by Bob 
Soman (from the OSWP Newsletter. Feb. 1995) 

National Research Council, Neem: A Tree For Solving 
Global Problems, 1992; pub! by the National Academy Press. 
800-624-6242 or visit their web site: http://books.nap.edu 

The Neem Association:"Neem - The Ultimate Herb" -
http://members.aol.com/ _ ht_ a!neemassoc 

Neem Foundation, 67-A, Vithal Nagar, Road No. 12, JVPD 
Scheme, Mumbai- 400 049, India; www.neernfoundation.org 

NgeeAnn Polytechnic, 535, Clementi Road. Singapore 
599489: Neem: The Wonder Tree: www.np.ac.sg/~ept-bio/ 

NEEM.html 
Plasma Power: www.plasmaneem.com 
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Herbalist), Neem "The Village Pharmacy." 
Stix, Gary: "The Village Pharmacy," Scientific American, p. 
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Problems. 

GRAPHICS: 
www.altcancer.com 
Neem Association 
www.plasmaneem.com 
www.neemfoundation.org 

- ©1999, Gary T. Hawbaker 
3464 Roundtop Road 

Elizabethtown, P A 17022 
E-mail: lcc@redrose.net 

THE PHALAENOPSIS NEWSLETTER 
ADVERTISING RATES 

COMMERCIAL RATES 
1/4 Page (4 W' x 3 W') one issue-$65.00, four 

issues-$210.00 
1/2 Page (4 3/8" x 6 5/6") one issue-$115.00, four 

issues-$395 .00 
1/2 Page-back cover, top or bottom placement (4 W' x 

6 5/6") one issue-$125.00 
IPA AD COMPOSITION FEE-Negotiated with the 

Newsletter Editor 

NON-COMMERCIAL (HOBBYIST) RATES 
$2.00 per line (15 characters or spaces per line), three 
line minimum, 10 lines maximum, address must be 

included. 

Next Issue for publication: Vol. 9 Issue 4 Spring 2000 

Deadline for consideration: January 15, 2000 

Send inquiries and/or payment, camera ready ad to: 

Scot Schugart, Advertising Manager 
17 Catherdal Ct. , Hempstead, NY 11550 

Ph: (516) 505-0328 
E-mail: sshugart@ix.netcom.com 

(Continued from page 23) 

replace with a layer of medium fir bark. If this is a prob­
lem in many pots, do this at reporting time after first water­
ing in the mix. We are not sure that this is really a problem 
if you are reporting the plants once per year. 

We hope that you will try this mix or your own version 
of it. The plants will respond and will reward you for your 
efforts. We have found only one plant that did not like this 
new mix, and we think that this was because of lower nitro­
gen experiments at the time. 

While the use of a peat-lite mix may not actually usher 
in a new world order, as we suggested at the beginning of 
this article, more and more people are having unusual re­
sults with it. And some of us feel that our world order has 
changed. Indeed, to use a peat-lite medium along with ad­
hering to related best growing practices could improve dra­
matically the cultivation of phalaenopsis in the years ahead. 
For me, it already has. 

- Gary Atkins 
Tropical FX 

173 Silverwood Lane, 
Hazel Green, AL 35750 

Ph: 205-828-5597 
E-mail: gatkins@hiwaay.net 
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PHALS Digest: 

More on Neem Oil 
by Various IP A Members 

The Phalaenopsis Newsletter 

(Editor's Note-The following is excerpted from PHALS Digest-a new E-mail discussion list for IPA members to 
communicate about phalaenopsis via Internet. For subscription information, see "Introducing A New Membership 
Benefit-PHALS Digest" on page 25 .) 

Date: Fri, 15 Oct 1999 19:57:41 -0600 
From: Bill Tippit <btippit@GHG.NET> 
Subject: Neem Oil Report from Olympia Orchids 

Hello Fellow Phal Lovers, 

Over the past few months I have read several articles on using Neem Oil on orchids. To me this approach to controlling 
insect pests was just TOO GOOD to be TRUE! 

Recently we had been having an on going problem with mealy bugs and a touch of spider mites. As much as I hate using 
insecticides, we tries several sprayings of Orthene. The sprayings helped but didn't totally get rid of the mealy bugs. Of 
course, they had virtually no effect on the spider mites. With our phals soon to start spiking, it was imperative that we get 
the bugs under control. 

I didn't want to try stronger insecticides since at this time of year they can cause deformed buds and blooms. So I decided to 
try one spraying of Neem Oil. I liked the fact that no special gear had to be worn while spraying. On September 13, we 
sprayed all the plants using a rate of 1 ounce Neem Oil, plus 1 ounce liquid soap to a gallon of water. We used an entire 
quart in the process. This one application cost just under $50.00, including the shipping cost. The only immediately 
noticeable effect was the unusual smell of the greenhouse. The smell was not unbearable or even unpleasant and deceased 
each day. It was totally gone in about a week. In one of the articles I read on Neem Oil, the author likened the smell to 
onion soup. 

After about ten days, Santos (our greenhouse foreman) and I did a quick survey of the plants and only found one plant with 
live mealy bugs. We speculated that we could have somehow missed this plant in spraying. The plants also looked great, all 
shinny and clean. Overall I was pretty encouraged with what I saw. 

So I decided to do a second application ofNeem Oil at 50% of the rate of the first application. The second application was 
made on October 4th. Since we were spraying at 0.5 ounce Neem Oil plus 0.5 ounce liquid soap per gallon of water, the 
smell was not nearly as strong and also went away in a few days. 

Yesterday, Santos and I did a detailed inspection of our plants and didn't fmd one insect. It has been 31 days since the first 
application and is really too early to say that Neem Oil is the answer to all our insect problems. But I have to admit, I'm 
really impressed so far and am planning on making another application in about two months. I'll keep you informed. 

Date: Sat, 16 Oct 1999 09:04:46 -0400 
From: "Gary T. Hawbaker" <lcc@REDROSE.NET> 
Subject: Response to Bill Tippit's Neem item 

Bill Tippit 
OLYMPIA ORCHIDS 

Breeders of Fine Phalaenopsis 
Visit Olympia Orchids at: 

http://www.olympiaorchids.com 

Was interested in reading about Bill's experience with Neem. As I mentioned in an earlier note, I have tried Neem myself 
and have been very encouraged with the results. I first used Neem Oil (1 oz. Per gallon of water with a bit of detergent) on 
August 17th. My second application was on Sept 11th. Mealies and a small amount of scale were gone. I now see (as of 
Oct 15th) that there are a few mealies coming back as well as a bit of scale, so it is time to hit them again! 

Leaves are bright and shiny and the smell is not really a problem. I grow in the house and since I have to be careful when 
spraying, I probably don't use the amount of spray that a greenhouse grower might -- the smell goes away in about two days 
(or perhaps I become accustomed to it!) . So far, it works for me! 

Gary Hawbaker 
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Date: Sun, 17 Oct 1999 22:54:39 -0500 
From: Ed Wright <orched@TEXAS.NET> 
Subject: Neem products 
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Many thanks to Bill Tippit for the helpful information on Neem oil sprays. Readers may be interested to know a new Neem 
product is entering the market: Triact 70. This is Neem extract in a horticultural oil spray base, and is said to be harmless to 
beneficial predator mites while suppressing many pests such as whitefly, aphids, downy mildew, anthracnose, botrytis and 
many other things. We have not tested it yet, but hope to have a test supply soon. 

Date: Mon, 18 Oct 1999 07:27:27 -0500 
From: John Dolen <telewiring@WORLDNET.A TT.NET> 
Subject: Re: neem oil 

Ed Wright 

Hi fellow phal growers, John here from Nebraska, I thought I would give you my observation on neem oil as I have been 
doing a small test for approx. 2 months now. I followed directions on label, 2 tablespoons to 1 gallon of spray using baby 
shampoo for the soap spreader. The test was for control of mealy that seem to migrate to the root zone. If you think you can 
spray the surface of the leaves and get a good kill ratio you might be surprised as I was. You must do an inspection by 
removing the plant and repot as I have found the little %$#* & " are still on the roots after first neem treatment. This is where 
I noticed some problems with the product. I selected inexpensive guinea pigs and treated the whole plant roots and all. 

After about a week I observed random leaf damage to several plants that looked similar to cell collapse. Damage has not 
spread but is unsightly. Damage did occur to new as well as old leaves. Not all leaves were effected. Seemed to effect outer 
edges of the leaf. Also after three to four weeks normal greenhouse watering and fert. That shine you initially see will go 
away to give you a slight scummy residue to your leaves that you can see and feel. Not very pretty come show time. I 
myself have mixed feelings toward this product and I hope if anyone else is trying this product will give us their candid 
observations. P.S. I have used this product on house plants and other orchid genera without any ill effects so far. The phals 
are the only plants I have noticed any damage. Does this stuff clog the stomata to cause this? 

Respectfully, John 
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Our Custonzers say it best ... 

David E. Neal . 
Dyna-Gro Corporatton 

8111 Thoms 
B 3 '> Mcintosh Rd. 
·O<Wer R 3~527 
Fax 661-3897 

Home Phone 1-813.653-1170 

March 11. 1997 

1 065 BroadwaY4o•)6 
san Pablo, CA 9 "' ' w wa 
Dear Dave: Pro-TeKt for several years now. e gro f 

be using your product, · h ' h has many months o 
We have en 'I: pa Bay area w tC ·n 
large variety of orchid~ in :~ :::rees followed by freezing temperatures I 
temperatures approaching umid 
the winter. All of them damp and h in;erestin!l problems. However, tdhehse 

h '. presents some T Kt we fin t e Needless to say, t IS with the use of Pro- e . 
problems are dramatically red~g it less palatable to insect.~ and som:h::: 

rowth is hardened off faster, m the cell walls are harder an 
~uch less susceptible to fungus . . M:~eaves are thicker, the: plants stronger 
keeps the fungus out. Whatever It IS, e 

d the blooms hold up longer. ONAL awards for culture from the 
an . than '\2 NATl 1 lified to 
Since we have received mo~ . different genera. we feel qua 

. h ' d Society In many Amencan Ore I , 
comment in this area. don't take it off the market. 

iiYNA·I·/1. 
NUTRITION SOLUTIONS• 

For optimum results, use Pro-TeKtT"' in 
conjunction with a full nutrition Dyna­
Gro formula such as Grow or Bloom 
containing all 6 macronutrients and all 10 
trace elements. 

Pro-TeKt™ may also be used to 
supplement your present fertilizer for 
stronger, more disease resistant plants 
and longer lasting blooms. 

FAX: (51 0) 233-() 198•cmail:dynagro@aol.com 
For information or to order call 

(800) DYNA-GRO or: 
3 9 6 2 -4 7 6 

Th
ank you for your product and please 

· Hydrot.mn (800) 833-6868 Cinada: Oyna-Gro-canada (604) 272-Q274 
re~·, 11 . [\ 1 K.C. Schaefer (800) 800.0042 Paul Mayeda Distributors (808) 259-5584 

/0). ~ J&M Tropicals (904) 4n-4935 Australia: P & R Orchids 065-831850 
~l" Dukes OFE International, Inc. (305) 253-7080 Roberts Orchids (812) 628..()227 

L::~o:m:s~----------------------Tropical Plant Pioducts (407) 293-24!i1 Sansei Growers (819) 944-44n 




